
Fun activities inside

save our kauri forests!

Hi, I’m TAne, the 
Kauri! Did you 
know that one 
of our most 
precious native 
trees - the 
kauri - is in big 
trouble?

To find out more, let’s start 
exploring the wonderful 
world of these gigantic trees!

Write your name here, 
and let’s begin...
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Danger
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forest
King of the

Missing in action!

Hidden in this WORDFIND are some of 
the animals that share the forest with 
kauri trees... Can you find them all?

Words are arranged up, down and 
diagonally. 

Join the dots

These little creatures like to live in 
kauri forests... Join the dots to discover 
their name...

Also known as PUPURANGI in Māori!

Sometimes different Māori words are used in different areas of NZ. The words above are the names used in most of northern NZ (where 
kauri grow). Kūkupa means kererū or woodpigeon, tīrairaka means fantail, moko means lizards and karearea is the name of the NZ falcon.

Kauri  _ _ _ _ _

Kauri are one of the most amazing 
trees in the world - let’s find out 
why...

Māori sometimes gave kauri names, such as Tāne Mahuta - who is 
Lord of the Forest. And no wonder! Kauri can grow to 60 metres 
high and live for up to 2000 years! 

Kauri are considered to be taonga (treasures) and they grow in only 
one place in all the world – the northern part of New Zealand!

About 
zero AD

1000 AD

500 AD

1500 AD

Today!

Tāne Mahuta, New Zealand’s biggest tree, has 
been alive for around 2000 years. Take a look at 
the timeline below to see what was happening in 

the world while he was growing up...

Te Matua

Ngahere is NZ’s 

oldest kauri and one 

of the oldest living 

creatures in the 

world!
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You walked on
my roots!

You’ve spread 
the oospores!

Success! You’ve left the 
park and cleaned your 
boots. No oospores on 

you!

Oh no! You’ve left the 
park with dirty boots 

and spread the spores!

Enter park

Kauri Under

attack

Stay on the track

Go exploring

Tick the correct box

Or

What can you do?

We need to stop the spread of 
kauri dieback! Next time you 
visit a park, do you think you 

should...

Answer: Stay on the track, that 
way you’re less likely to spread 

spores around! And clean your boots 
between areas of kauri so you don’t 

spread the disease as you walk...

The important thing to remember is to CLEAN YOUR 
SHOES and STICK TO THE TRACK when you’re in areas 

with kauri! Let’s practice through this PARKS MAZE...

Humans have chopped down nearly all of the original kauri forest - 
and now kauri face a new danger called kauri dieback!

Kauri dieback is a disease caused by tiny spores in the soil that attack 
the roots and trunk of kauri so that they starve to death!

Hundreds of kauri have been killed by this disease in the last few 
years, so it’s very important we protect the few kauri we have left!

Our kauri forests aren’t what 
they used to be...

Tāne Mahuta, New Zealand’s biggest tree, has 
been alive for around 2000 years. Take a look at 
the timeline below to see what was happening in 

the world while he was growing up...

1969: People 
walk on the 

moon!

1400: Rangitoto 
erupts.

900-1200: 
Polynesian 
explorers 

arrive in NZ.

Not much 
happens for a 

thousand years. 
It’s a nice time 

to be a tree.

1642: 
Europeans 

first spot NZ.

1840: Treaty 
of Waitangi 

signed.

181: Lake Taupo 
erupts!

Most powerful 
eruption in last 

5000 years!

Tāne Mahuta is 
a seed.

Kaurican grow taller than a dinosaur!



Here are some extra 
activities you can do...

Holler out!

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!

Plant a native tree!

And don’t forget,  
if you’re visiting  
a park with kauri  

in it...

The more people who know about kauri 
dieback the better! Tell your friends, or 
let people know at school...

Everything we use comes from nature. 
You can help trees and nature by using 
less and recycling what you do use...

Help your family find a good spot for a new 
tree. Choose a tree that grows well in your 
area and then help to plant and water it.

If you’re out at a park see if you 
can find a kauri, or look up “kauri 
leaf” or “male and female kauri 
cones” on the internet and draw 
what they look like here:

Extra for experts

For more information see www.kauridieback.co.nz or phone 
the Kauri Dieback Hotline on 0800 NZ KAURI (695 2874)

Stay on the 
T _ _ _ _ 

     and off  
        kauri roots

C _ _ _ _ 
your 

boots and 
gear!
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